
There are approximately 13,919 women in prison in Indonesia. Despite comprising a
small proportion of Indonesia’s total prison population, women are incarcerated at
a higher annual rate than men.

The impact of the “war on drugs”

As of February 2020, more than half of women in prison were imprisoned for
drug offences. Although women are less likely to use, possess or sell drugs
compared with men, they are more likely to be targeted by the police. 

Women tend to experience harsher treatment than men, especially unlawful
abuses such as rape, violence, and extortion of money. In a research study of
307 women, 78 women (25.4%) reported having experienced torture during their
legal proceedings, 57 reported physical torture, 35 reported psychological
torture, and 3 reported sexual torture. The main perpetrators were law
enforcement investigators (1).

Overcrowding

Many prisons suffer from overcrowding. Two women’s prisons, in Bali and
Surabaya, experience overcrowding of up to 89% and 202%.

Access to Medical Care

Some women shared that although medical check-ups are technically available,
getting further examinations can be challenging (2). The cost of treatment must
be covered by themselves or through any insurance they might have. 

The majority of incarcerated women suffer from mental-ill health. A study
found that 44.1% of incarcerated women suffer from moderate depression and
8.8% severe depression (3).
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Pregnant women and women with children

Out of 12 women’s detention facilities, only three provide dedicated toilets for
pregnant women. Access to doctors is available in only seven prisons (4)
Due to overcrowding, incarcerated mothers do not have separate cells for
themselves and their children. 
Meals are not adjusted for pregnant or postpartum women. Vitamins are
typically prescribed by doctors during check-ups, while baby formula is often
purchased by the parents themselves.

Women on death row 

As of August 2025, there are 10 women sentenced to death for drug offences or
murder. Adequate gender-responsive legal representation and fair trial rights are
key issues. A research study highlighted how few women on death row had
gender-responsive mitigating circumstances raised during their legal proceedings. 

Organisations and Links to Find out More*

Komnas Perempuan (National Commission on Violence Against Women)
LBH Masyarakat (Community Legal Aid Institute)
CJR (Institute for Criminal Justice Reform)
SPINN (Suara Perempuan Indonesia Network for Justice)
PPRI (Persatuan Perempuan Residivis Indonesia)

*Please note that the actions and viewpoints of these organisations do not
necessarily represent those of Women Beyond Walls and nor do we bear any
responsibility for materials published on their websites.


